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neutral, and did not protect them against their ad-
versaries, then they must either make shift to protect
themselves or seek protection elsewhere. If they
attempted the first, they were accused of arming
against their country, if the second, they incurred
the charge of allowing themselves to be made the
tools of the enemies of France, Yet during the
troubled regency of Mary de1 Medici, amid the con-
flict of selfish factions and contemptible ambitions,
although many Protestant nobles, Bouillons, Lesdi-
guferes, and even Ch&tillons, were as false to their
country as to their cause, the conduct of the Hugue-
nots as a whole was marked by a loyalty, patriotism
and forbearance, which, had they existed to the
same extent among other classes, might have spared
France long years of suffering and civil strife.

